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Happy New Year

Perhops it's my personality, or maybe it's the cold weather, but it's always a
challenge for me to write an inspiring message to motivate everyone to
start the new year with a strong dose of optimism.

The reality is, the world is a cruel place. Just ask anyone in Gazao, or
girls in Afghanistan, or the 17 million children in Sudan who cannot get a
proper education.

Closer to home, spare a moment for the kids who, due to Japan’'s
flawed and cruel university admissions system, couldn't enter the university
of their dreams. Think of the kids whose parents are largely absent from
their lives, either physically or emotionally. For many people, the world is
not a very kind place.
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So what is my message this year? My message is to parents everywhere,
including myself and it is simple:

Be there.

Be there for them. They dont want your advice. They don't want your
lectures. They just want your love. They want the reassuraonce that their
parents are ALWAYS there for them and will love them unconditionally.

Last year | posted a report by UNICEF warning about the mental health of
Jopanese teens. Looking back on it now, my message last year proved
tragically prophetic. We lost o student lost year, caused by the pressures of
school and dare | say indifferent parents. The signs were there, but they
were ignored. Neither the school nor parents tried to help, and when we
learned of it, it was too late. It was one of the worst days of my life.

| will quote from last year's article again, as it is just as relevant today:

I'll be brutally honest with you and tell you something you probably don't

want to know. To quote Kyodo News "Japanese kids suffer near worst mental
health among richest nations". Key findings from UNICEF include:

- Among 38 nations, Japan ranked 37th for mental well-being.
- Only 62% of Japanese 15yr olds are highly satisfied with their life.
- Japan has one of the highest youth suicide rates.

Japanese youth are suffering at the hands of the education system and
"excessive competition to get into prestigious schools." Don't believe me.
Believe UNICEF. In my years of teaching I can't tell you how many happy,
smart, kind students I've seen turn into zombies or even worse have their
entire mental health destroyed by the education system and overbearing,
prestigious university obsessed teachers. What good does it do a child to go to
a prestigious university if their mental and physical health is destroyed in the
process?

Be there. It's more important than work, money, status or drinking with your
friends. That is my plea this year.
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January : Family & Occupations

18 RiEBE
Vocabulary #:E —ccaszpms!
Kanaaroo -Mummy I~ ‘Daddy /%8
9 Me Hi-L
-Friend bt 3y ft =} ‘Baby HhELA
Koala / Step 1 -Pilot NAayk -Cook avISA
P *Mailman EERSA -Doctor EHE
*Florist BIEDEA  -Patisserie BEFPSA
-Police officer &g ‘Bus driver  /NRMDEELF
Step 2 -Fire fighter ;EBA T - Dentist WES
P «Pilot NA4Ovk ‘Teacher %&£
-Singer NF -Actress ziE
-Sister Ik *Brother Ly
Step 3 *Friend RE ‘Grandpa  BLLYBHA
-Grandma BlEHbrA

Winter Words for Family 2oceis

It's cold El ia

It's chilly ALZEL 43,

It's freezing!! 3"Z<FEL i3,

You can see your breath. BABRLHE->TRA %K,

Don't forget your scarf. ¥75—&#ENALVTHa,

Let's go inside. $3BIZABS,

Occupations mx

What do you want to be when you grow up? KELE 1= Y L2

Daddy’s working. 7S/\FEEL TS &K,

What does a pilot do2 /8fAykoT, ESLNSEETEID?

He is a police officer. She is a florist. T ERETY , HLIFTEBSATY,



https://quizlet.com/_7r269y?x=1jqt&i=26qa8z

florist

baker

singer
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Eensy Weensy Spider #mEixZ 5

Eensy weensy spider went up the water spout.
Down came the rain and washed the spider out.
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain. And
Eensy weensy spider went up the spout again.

Mummv and Me 1 kanaaroo
Clean Up =EiEixZ 5

Clean up, clean up, everybody let's clean up.

Clean up, clean up put your things away.

Mummy and Me 2 koala 7 Step 1

What's this? #@EiZ- 55 (CDE®AHET)
What's this (x4[a])

1 It's a bell (x4[=]) 4 It's a boat (x4[=))
2 It'sapig (x4[=]) S It's atop (x4[=)

3 It's abus (x4[=)) 6 It's a rocket (x4[=])




Step 2

| Can Do So Many Things #EilLZ &6

| can do so many things. Watch me turn around and clop my hands.

| can reach my hands up to the sky and then | slowly bring them down.
| can clop my hands and turn around just watch me go.

| can do so many things. Watch jump on the spot and pat my head.

| can touch my toes with my hand and then | stand on one leg.

| can jump on the spot and pat my head just watch me go.

Step 3

Look Both Ways #hmEiit = £ 5
Stop at the lights

Look both ways

Look both ways again.

Wait for the traffic to come to a stop
Then cross the road with o friend.

Elementary
Skidamarink &EiZZ 55

Skidamarink a dinka dink. Skidomarink a doo.

| love you.

| love you in the morning, and in the afternoon.
| love you in the evening, and underneath the moon.

Skidamarink a dinka dink. Skidoamarink a doo.
| love you.



